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Perspectives

Lobbying and protesting are two ways of voicing displeasure
at government policy, as Richard Shrubb explains

e feel that woerk capability

assessments have gone 1oo far.

They were arrginally put in place o

prevent henehr frand bur the wray

they are carried our is 50 severe
that thase found capable of work are aften honest
people who are peouiuely disabled with mental healeh
problems,™ saye Denise McKenna of the Menrtal
Health Resistance Metworl [MI1IRM].

blany disabled people tool they are geting kicked in
The resrh by succcssive governments that believs what
Urey read in the mighewing press racher than the facis
aud figures the civil service provides them. There are
twer stagrs to redress — lobbring and protese

Lerbbyving is the most important fisst step. Lolilying
is hasically ralking to politcians zod their aides in
the hope of convincing them 1o change policy. The
MM is mounring @ letez-writing
campaign te mastees and indluential
MPs. Simon Hughes i a key Liberal
Democrar MIF whese constituency
happens to be where MeKenng lives —
he'll be metting a full postlag. ..

MeKenna agamg “we jusr want to get this on the
apcuda and talk face-to-face with those who make
the deasions.™ Lobbying, as discussed in my JTanuacy
columnn, works - and the mental health movemem has
supw cifectve lohbyises.

[ coane fronm o particulatly militane backaround -
the green movement. Grecnpeace invaded che Prime
Minsres's country residence at Chedquers in 1996, The
then French pressdent [acigpaes Chirae was there while
lus country was comducting naclear wWEAPONS 150 n the
Pacific. Greenpeace bad beea hard ar work ac the UN
and the EU trying to stop the French by any means rthey
vould through the machinery ot government, In failed, o
people like me kad 2 fannr o Oxdordshive where we pot
ta heeak fnro Chequers, get chased by mowuted pulive
and birmen by armack dogs — it was geeat fun! But the
Pacific arodl Mururoa srill gor nuked.

We maade the: headlings, et the Freawh won, Protesy
i= a measure of last cesort after lobbying. The issue is
that =0 many woices are clamouring for atention thar
our ‘represenrarives’ don’t konw whom s lsten te.
The BAHBRM will protest, but only once they have heen
torally alr ug and ignored by those m power. A weider

the mental health

movement has some
effective lobbyists

reaching organisarion s the Disabled Action Metwork
and che group Disabled People Aganst the Cots. They are
all linked to meajor disabiliny grougs such as, m our cass,
the Mational Suevivor User Metwork, Mmd and Rethink.
The big taree here 2ll have contacts i the |'|:p|_|.=_,-e;:-fpg:nrn_-|:1
amel are Aghomg hard onooer behalf, We don't see thes at
it hecanse a beor with an ME o Anme's Bar i the Palace
of Wiestnninstes i3 ol newswortly — buat 1 gets resals.

When people think of procest they think of studears
riting. Riots often o the press against the protesters,
and guess who reads the press? The ministers makimg
Use decistioms.. . Ghandi bit the mark ar che mrn of the
20th centory with whar he called Sarvagraba — civil
disebedience, knonwn now 35 non-vislenr dicect action.
Satyagraha surprised che Bicrish in India whe _n:-_:._pq}md,ed
by shinoting, provesnors, which hastened our withdrawal
frixm the subcontinenr thanks ro the interrariomal carcry.
Using peacetul civil disobedience s
an effective means of contronration
because any beary-handedness and
the police get negative puhblicicy.
With rhe police being insrramenrs of
stare, the povernoent sullers.

Pun savnply, il you and your mates ars sat having a
chimpanzes’s ea pary oo Westmster Brodge in U
mtiddle of the road teen the police can’t do anything
laev-lemodedd Lo stop vou, They can't gas you, they can't
baton vou — you're bemnp peacelul. If you're intent on
sraving where wow are then G’ s’ pomg to waork!
Meanwhile, much of Tendon stops becawa: a buoch of
hrarics are making theis point.

The green movement could reach us a lor abour
poliical stwms. They are fun, make headhnes and only
wizst as much as the police spend in their respomsze. We
wonld have been thrown our of our group if we were
violent., We even bad traming where we were drageed
alourp, by our hair insoone paan, but Faled the course o
we responded wath o punch.

In Cairco, the anti-government protestors policed
themselves and peluted violesce. I they'd hoen violent
theeat the povenuznmt may bave bad oo excuse to quash
1L, as edher governosents 1o the segron have with wolean
usuerecLion — by pososiul demomsinsm govermenents fall

W as agroup, im concer? with the rest of those whe
feel rhe same way, could make the LK nngovernable,
and perhaps ensure change i made in our taveonr. B
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